My experience in Cape Town, South Africa – Raul Ignacio Romanutti from  Cordoba, Argentina

I wanted to come to South Africa because it is different, I have always heard about the rainbow country, about the different people living all together, about its history and culture. I started my trip in Cape Town exactly, in Good Hope Studies, preparing myself for a work and study program; what I didn’t know was that my month of study would be interrupted because I would have a unique opportunity for me to get together with Africa: travel around the countries in the south of the continent. So without knowing, I started my course of English in Mariendahl School in Newlands, where I was staying as well. My first residence was the student house, where I spent a lot of times trying to understand other people really different, I became friends with people from all around the world: South Koreans, Swiss, people from Mozambique, Dutch, Brazilians, Spanish, in conclusion it was a mix of different ways of life, all together in a house, and we got a lot of fun: we made parties, cook “braai” (a truly south African tradition), study together, and discover the city together.
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The English course was amazing, my teachers, Portia and Sean, taught me a lot, not only about grammar and vocabulary, also about the culture of South Africa, the politics, the way of living, the traditions, we used to have long discussions about it, and I learned a lot from them. The environment in the school is really good, the people there help you a lot and teaches you good and important things about the daily living in their city. What impressed me was that even in the streets the people are kind and helpful. In Newlands your neighbors say to you “good morning” and asked you how are you even if they don´t know you.

About Cape Town, it is an amazing city: rich in culture with a good nightlife and interesting people, every part of the city has its own story to tell: from the neighborhoods to the city centre, district six, the museums and the Waterfront, going through Robben Island and Bo-Kaap.
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My surprise was in my second week in Cape Town: as a part of the program I was looking for a job and a place to stay after my English course finish, when one of the ladies that work for Good Hope asked me if I still was looking for a job; of course I said yes. Then she told me that a travel agency from Cape Town called and they were looking for Spanish translators for their tours. I was really excited about the idea of travelling around Africa, so immediately I said yes; after that I realized that the job I was accepting was everything I wanted to do here, I was taking a tour of twenty days from Cape Town to Vic Falls, Zimbabwe; crossing through the most amazing places I have ever seen: Fish River Canyon, Sossusvlei Dunes, the Namib Desert and Etosha National Park all in Namibia; after that I would go to Botswana and discover the amazing Okavango Delta, Chobe National Park, Ghanzi and Gweta; finally almost at the end of the tour I would go to Zimbabwe to see  Victoria Falls, one of the most wonderful natural shows in the world. When I accepted the job it was 2:00 pm of a Tuesday, and the tour started the next day at 8:00 am!!..  I was going as a translator for Spanish tourists, who happened to be excellent people and now a lot of them are my friends.  In conclusion, I have been in the wine farms of northern South Africa, I canoed in Orange River, I walked through the Namib Desert looking for lizards, I have touched and played with cheetahs, I have seen lions, zebras, giraffes, rhinos, antelopes and leopards in Etosha, I have been with the Himba Tribe in the north of Namibia, I have ridden a mokoro (a typical canoe of the swana people) in the middle of the Okavango, I´ve been chased by an elephant, I took a cruise in Zambezi river to see hippos and crocodiles in their natural habitat, and I had lots of fun!.. After the tour finish, I continued working for Nomad, the travel agency, and met excellent people from all around Africa, made friends from South Africa and enjoy my time here, so definitely this was an experience that changed my life! 

